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of tSummary of the Sky for Oct - Nov 2007

Moon: New Moon: Oct 11 Nov 09  (watch for imagers!)
First Quarter: Oct 19
Full Moon: Oct 28     (Moon at perigee and very large!)
Last Quarter: Nov 01

Mercury: not well positioned on the ecliptic to see t his month    (see E.H.)

Venus: it’s that  brilliant white thing in the morni ng sky again this month
a magnitude -4.5 crescent shape; v. close to Saturn  and Regulus

Mars: in Gemini & approaching opposition  (Dec 24 th)  already showing
a 10” disk very high overhead, before dawn.  Feature s are visible.

Jupiter: you may catch it setting in the West shortl y after dusk this month

Saturn: behold a glorious ringed planet rising in th e E before dawn!   The
tilt of the rings has diminished, Titan and other m oons are visible

Uranus: in Aquarius visible almost all night long as  a blue 5.7 mag. “star”

Neptune in Capricornus, visible almost all night as an 8th mag.  blue “star”

Orionid Meteors:  up to 20 / hr peaking on October 21 st after moonset



Facing S at 9 pm 20 October
Let’s orient ourselves…
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… recognize any stars?
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… connect the dots





Little Sagitta is easily found



3 degrees NW is
a binocular object

“Coathanger”



3 degrees N

M 27, the Dumbbell Nebula



14
Vulpeculae

M 27



M 71 is mid-way between stars



M 71

The 2 degree field of view
has a Y shaped asterism

that points to this globular cluster



Messier Objects



NGC Objects



Markab
Algenib

Alpheratz

Enif
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Use the Great Square as a pointer



M 52 – a fine open cluster

Markab through Scheat
will bring you to…



Globular cluster M 15
using the bottom stars



Face-on galaxy M74
going the opposite way



E from top stars
points to M 33

Image by Kerry-Ann Hepburn



Open cluster M 34
if you move diagonally East



M 76 the Little Dumbbell
is not to be overlooked nearby



M 73

Saturn 
Nebula

M 72

And three objects to see
going diagonally SW



Evening Planets…



… Morning Planets

Gemini

Leo



Scorpius

There’s a Grazing Occultation 14 October
at 7 pm with the Moon only 12% lit



A 7th magnitude star will be
grazed by the passing Moon

low in the SW at dusk
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