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Mike Spicer, H.A.A.
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Venus moves East, Apr 10 – May 10



The open clusters and nebulae of the Milky Way
give way to clear sky and Spring galaxies !

Eskimo Nebula -
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Ursa Major, the Great Bear

The Big Dipper
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Two dark bands are visible

and the planet’s shadow
on the rings
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Diadem - Leo
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Lots of Globular Clusters

in the East at Springtime
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Moon : Last Quarter: 10 April New Moon: 18 April
First Quarter: 22 April Full Moon: 02 May

April 15 before sunrise, the crescent Moon is 1.2 d egrees North of Uranus
April 19 after sunset, get a group photo of the  Moo n, Pleiades and Venus!
April 23 crescent moon will occult 3 rd mag. Kappa Geminorum at 7:15 a.m.
May  10  crescent moon will occult 2.8 mag. Gamma Ca pricorni at 4:46 a.m.

Mercury : conjunction 2 May; moves to the evening sky; 2   S  of M45 May 10
Venus : blinding at mag. -4 setting hours after the Sun;  14 April 3 degrees

E of M45;  by May 9 th Venus will be in Gemini, 2    N of the OC M35
Mars: in Aquarius, its 5” disk visible as a  +1 mag “star ” in the pre-dawn

sky.  On April 28-29 Mars will be less than 1  from 6th mag. Uranus
Jupiter : in Ophiuchus, mag. -2.3 but very low in the SE aft er midnight. The

disk is 41” across and very active (more details in  Event Horizon )
Saturn : in Leo,  still prominent as a mag. +0.4 yellow “st ar” W of  Regulus

Observe the shadow of the planet on the rings;    C assini Division
is visible in  medium scopes;  several moons are vi sible;   May 4 th

the 11 th magnitude Moon Iapetus passes 7” S of the planet’s d isk.
Uranus : a 6th mag. blue-green “star” W of 4 th mag. Phi Aquarii in pre-dawn

sky.  Crescent Moon is 0.5   N of Uranus on 14 April ;  Mars will be
close to Uranus April 28-29 (a good time to try obs erving Uranus)

Neptune : a 7.8 mag. blue “star” in Capricornus, rising befor e dawn.  Urania
(an 11th magnitude asteroid)  passes 2’ S of Neptune on April  15th

Comets : Encke is a 6 th mag. binocular object, low in the West after sunset
Meteors : max 20 per hr. during the Lyrid meteor shower, pea king April 22 nd



Thanks for Watching !


